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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Minutes of the Congregation Council Meeting Retreat of August 6

th
 2016 

 
Present: Steve Founds  

Stacey Peterson 

Mark Ferg 

Linda Peterson 

 

Barb Spink 

Pr. George Schneider 

Sue Nonemaker 

Jeff Stoudt 

Neil Taylor 

Shelia Saxmann 

Betty Kelley 

Absent: Tammy Jacobs, John Wachter 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSION RESULTS/FOLLOW-UP 
Opening Prayer & 

Devotions 

Pastor prepared the agenda.  The meeting started at 

8:10 with a reading of the Apostles’ Creed, followed 

by a reading from the 4
th

 Chapter of Paul’s letter to 

the Corinthians. In this letter, Paul outlines both the 

responsibility and freedom of the Christian and how 

we are both stewards and protectors of the mysteries 

of God. Council then continued with the Lord’s 

prayer. 

 

APPROVAL OF 

COUNCIL 

MINUTES, AND 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The minutes of the Congregational Council Meeting 

of July 11th, 2016 were reviewed.  No correspondence 

was received. 

Neil T. made a motion to accept 

the minutes as presented Barb S. 

seconded.  Motion Carried. 

Session I 

TOPIC DISCUSSION RESULTS/FOLLOW-UP 
500

th
 Anniversary Pastor mentioned that the Anniversary presents an 

opportunity to reexamine the ministries of the 

congregation and reform congregational life. 

In keeping with this theme Pastor outlined several 

initiatives that will help drive the process: 

1:    Build a strategy here that will bond the youth 

concurrently with parents and with the life groups. 

2:     Look at youth ministries through a different 

lens i.e., defining discipleship, and Christian 

vocation. 

3:    Identify a need for perhaps and after school 

program. 

4:    Address the issue of curriculum. 

5:    Informal worship planning 

 

Session II 

TOPIC DISCUSSION RESULTS/FOLLOW-UP 

Updates In session II Pastor outlined topics of recent 

interest with which council has been undertaking 

in the last several sessions. 

Lord’s Lunch Budget request, Lord’s Lunch By-

Laws, Musicians at STLCH, Staffing changes, the 

possibility of a Continuing Education Student 

coming from Gettysburg Seminary, and 

Cooperative Ministries. 

. 
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Session III 

TOPIC DISCUSSION RESULTS/FOLLOW-UP 

Planting the Seeds Jubilee Year – release each committee from 

performing functions that are unnecessary. Give 

ourselves a year to ramp things up and put things 

down, or away.  Concentration to be on Christian 

Education, Youth Ministries and Small Group 

Ministries. 

Pastor made a motion to invite Maria to come to 

council to talk about record keeping and reporting of 

the Good Food Box and Kids Feeding Kids as they 

relate to the Lord’s Lunch 

Pastor made a motion to invite 

Maria to come to council to talk 

about record keeping and 

reporting of the Good Food Box 

and Kids Feeding Kids as they 

relate to the Lord’s Lunch. 

Shelia S. seconded.  Motion 

Carried 

Pastor made a motion to form a 

sub-committee to calculate a 

comprehensive “trigger number” 

in regards to worship attendance 

that will be used to determine a 

move to one Sunday Eucharist.  

Mark F. seconded.  Motion 

Carried. 

Pastor made a motion that we as 

a council plan the jubilee 500
th

 

year celebration here at 

STJLCH.  Steve F. seconded.  

Motion Carried.   
Pastor made a motion to form a 

sub-committee reporting to 

council that reimagines the 

Youth Program in grades Pre-K 

to Sr. High and looks at Youth 

through a different lens and 

seeks to build relationships 

between the youth and the 

congregation.  Barb S. seconded. 

Motion Carried. 

Pastor made a motion to form a 

sub-committee reporting to 

council that seeks to develop an 

informal worship experience.  

Jeff S. seconded.  Motion 

Carried. 
 

 

 Following the motions, Mark F. agreed to help 

research and recommend a “trigger number”, Linda P. 

has volunteered to help with the Youth subcommittee,  

and Stacey P. volunteered to help with informal 

worship planning. Sue Nonemaker volunteered to 

survey local venues to see if a review of the current 

renting policy of the HFLC is necessary. 

 

 

 

The Meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

 

 


